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Introduction







OPENING ADDRESS



« The subject of biopiracy links civil isations: ours and those of
indigenous peoples who have an amazing ability to live in a balanced
relationship with their environment. Establishing this l ink is vital for
building tomorrow’s society, which has to be well-balanced ». I t is with
these words that Emmanuel Poi lâne, head of France Libertés, opened
the Third International Conference to Tackle Biopiracy and cal led on al l
conference participants to learn from and respect these indigenous
peoples. .
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FIRST ROUND-TABLE SESSION :

ARE THE LEGAL ALTERNATIVES
FIT FOR PURPOSE ?



The first round-table session, the panel for which included Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, UN
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Chantal Berthelot, MP for
Guyana and Lucy Mulenkei , Director of the NGO Indigenous Information Network,
focused on a highly strategic facet of discussions on biopiracy, namely the legal
aspect. Chaired by the journal ist Agnès Sinaï, th is round-table session enabled
participants to compare levels of governance and examine differing views on the legal
options avai lable for combating biopiracy.



















SECOND ROUND-TABLE SESSION :

TACKLING BIOPIRACY ON
THE GROUND



This second round-table session, chaired by Marie Monique Robin , examined what
biopiracy represents for each of the panel experts and explored the various types of
activi ty that can be carried out to combat th is practice. Claudie Ravel has opted to set
up Guayapi, an ethical and social ly responsible fi rm that works directly with
indigenous peoples in Latin America and Asia. Biopiracy also affects French farmers,
as outl ined by Guy Kastler, a member of the French farmers’ seed network, Réseau
Semences Paysannes. Nonetheless, a l ternatives to biopiracy are gaining traction. This
was demonstrated by Krystyna Swiderska, researcher at the International Insti tute for
Environment and Development, who reviewed the development of bio-cul tura l
community protocols. However, legislation to tackle biopiracy can also sometimes
have an impact on the work of researchers, as highl ighted by Jean-Patrick Le Duc,
head of European and International relations at the French natural h istory museum,
Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle.



















POLITICAL AND ETHICAL
VIEW POINTS



The final session of the Third International Conference to Tackle Biopiracy was devoted
to discussing different ethical views of biopiracy. Claudio Chiarolla, a legal officer at
the World Intel lectual Property Organisation, explained the background to the genomic
revolution, which is highly relevant as biopiracy is evolving in l ine with
biotechnological progress. Jean-Paul Guevara, the Bol ivian Ambassador to France,
spoke about Bol ivia’s vision for safeguarding indigenous peoples’ rights and
biodiversi ty. This is an al ternative approach that goes much further than the proposals
outl ined in the Nagoya Protocol .











CLOSE



The conference concluded with a review presented by two young
activists, Valentin Brochard and Rozenn Le Berre, which helped to
put the views expressed over the course of the day into
perspective.

Valentin Brochard



Rozenn Le Berre



This Third International Conference to Tackle
Biopiracy highl ighted developments in th is practice.
These latest changes reveal the legal constraints that
continue to hamper the fight against biopiracy,
despite the implementation of powerful legislation
such as the Nagoya Protocol . Nevertheless,
a l ternatives to biopiracy are on the increase and are
enabl ing the voices of indigenous peoples to be
heard, as their involvement is vi ta l for combating the
plundering of biodiversi ty and tradi tional knowledge.
Fondation France Libertés wil l continue to campaign
on this issue, both national ly and international ly,
working together with al l those involved to find ways
of preventing the i l legal appropriation of l iving things
and related tradi tional knowledge.

Conclusion



Glossary



France Libertés would l ike to thank Member of Parl iament
Chantal Berthelot, and her parl iamentary assistant Camil le Bell ia,
for her sponsorship and, particularly, for her work on the
biodiversi ty bi l l .
The Fondation would also l ike to express i ts grati tude to al l the
panel members for taking part in the conference and helping to
make it such a success :
- Daniel Joutard, founder of Aïny and member of the
France Libertés Anti -Biopiracy Scienti fic Committee
- François Meienberg, Campaign Coordinator for the
Berne Declaration
- Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, UN Special Rapporteur on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples
- Lucy Mulenkei , Director of the Indigenous Information
Network
- Claudie Ravel , founder of Guayapi
- Guy Kastler, Coordinator of Réseau Semences
Paysannes and representative of Via Campesina
- Krystyna Swiderska, researcher at the International
Insti tute for Environment and Development
- Jean-Patrick Le Duc, head of European and International
Relations at the French Museum of Natural History
- Claudio Chiarolla, legal officer at the World Intel lectual
Property Office

- Jean-Paul Guevara, Bol ivian Ambassador to France
Fondation France Libertés is particularly grateful to the session
faci l i tators, Marie-Monique Robin and Agnès Sinaï, and to
Valentin Brochard and Rozenn Le Berre for their closing
address. Last but not least, France Libertés would also l ike to
thank the interpreters, technicians, Assemblée Nationale staff,
the France Libertés Anti -Biopiracy Scienti fic Committee and the
Fondation team, especial ly Archibald Neyvoz, for helping to
organise this conference.
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